
June 3, 2020 
 
Dear Victoria Regional Transit Commission, 
 
Back in February of this year, the View Royal Climate Coalition (VRCC) came to your board meeting to advocate for the rapid 
transition of BC Transit to fully electric. At that time you said that you did not yet have electric options capable of meeting your 
needs. 
 
The timing is ripe now for accelerating that transition of BC Transit buses to fully electric and bi-passing gas buses. With the $1.5 
billion-dollar BC Economic Recovery Plan stimulus package up for grabs and the Federal Green Recovery Plan looking for green 
projects, its time has come. 
 
The Federal Government could create thousands of jobs by ramping up the production capacity of EV buses in our two Canadian 
EV bus manufacturing companies: New Flyer in Manitoba and Nova in Quebec. Many more jobs would also be created here with 
the expansion of transit in BC along with the expansion of its charging infrastructure. If HandyDART buses can be produced in the 
United States, surely our innovative Canadian companies can do the same. We just need the political will to make it happen. When 
it came to tackling covid-19 our governments just demonstrated what can be done in a crisis and we are smack in the middle of a 
climate crisis. We need to rapidly reduce our GHGs emissions and clean up our air pollution from combustion engines which 
exacerbate respiratory illnesses like covid-19. We must focus first and foremost on the health and well-being of our citizens 
especially our healthcare workers.  
 
There is currently a lot of support being generated for the electrification of the transit system: 
  
Common Vision Common Action with its 38 sponsoring organizations just came out with their “Moving Forward, Not Backward” A 
Regional Agenda for Caring, Low-Carbon Communities After Covid-19  http://commonaction.mystrikingly.com/ 
It reads on page 4 Item 4e: 
Support working people, economic stimulus and climate action by investing immediately in the electrification and expansion of 
local, regional and national inter-city rail and bus networks, under public ownership, operation and control, including bus priority 
lanes, LRT and other modes. 
 
Victoria City Council voted to adopt this Regional Agenda and expanded on it by passing the following motion: 
 
Request that the Mayor write, on behalf of Council, to the Federal and Provincial Ministers of Transportation, indicating the City of 
Victoria’s support for the following priorities for public transit during Covid-19 recovery: 
 
Job-creation investment in the electrification and expansion of local, regional and national inter-city bus and rail networks, under 
public ownership, operation and control, including bus priority lanes, LRT and other modes. 
 
Prior to all this happening, I had submitted to Dogwood (a citizen’s engagement organization) a proposal for a “Clean Air Project” 
that dealt with the electrification of BC Transit. Dogwood had recently met with Premier Horgan, Deputy Minister Carole James and 
Minister for the Environment George Heyman. Dogwood was invited to bring submissions for funding to Minister Heyman for 
consideration for the BC Economic Recovery Plan’s $1.5 billion-dollar stimulus package. The project I had nominated was 
shortlisted on a list of 31 projects from over 3500+ submissions. Just this week it landed on their “Build a Better BC” interactive map. 
It is under Transportation Policy and you can zoom in to the aubergine coloured dot at the southern tip of the island and a pop-up 
box will appear with a brief description of the project. Here is the link to the map: https://dogwoodbc.ca/petitions/better-bc-map/ 
 
At the same time that this was happening, I had asked the South Island Climate Action Network (SI-CAN) if they would support this 
proposal and they were unanimous in their support. We composed a letter to our local MLAs and several ministers asking them for 
their support in bringing this to the attention of the Economic Recovery Task Force for their consideration. I have attached a copy of 
SI-CAN’s letter which describes our project and the rationale behind it. 
 
So, as you can see there is growing support for the electrification of BC Transit and the time to make transformative change is now 
while there is this golden opportunity to capitalize on the Provincial Government’s Economic Recovery stimulus package as well as 
for funding from the Federal Green Recovery Plan. 
 
In your last correspondence that you wrote to the VRCC you stated that the VRTC is committed to reducing GHG emissions. 
You also said that there is no shortage of support or desire for making this transition happen as quickly and successfully as 
possible. There has never been a better opportunity than now to make this happen. We need your leadership to make it happen. 
Let’s build that better future now. Yes, there will be barriers but if you are truly committed to reducing GHGs you will seek out 
solutions. When there is a will there is a way. Look at the moonshot and all the stops they pulled out to make that happen or WWII 
and all they did to make sure we won the war. Let’s win this war on climate change.  
 
We sincerely hope that the Victoria Regional Transit Commission will support this project and that you will recommend that BC 
Transit support this project as well and bring it to the attention of the Economic Recovery Task Force. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Jane Devonshire 
janedev.lee@gmail.com 
250-479-0569 
On behalf of SI-CAN 
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May 25, 2020 
 
The Honourable Mitzi Dean 
MLA Esquimalt‐Metchosin 
104 ‐ 1497 Admirals Road 
Victoria BC   V9A 2P8 
 
Re: A Clean Air Project for the BC Economic Recovery Plan 
 
Dear Ms. Dean, 
 
The South Island Climate Action Network (SI‐CAN) has a proposal for a clean air project. Since you are one of our 
MLAs, we are asking for your support in bringing this proposal to the Economic Recovery Task Force for 
consideration. 
 
We have been informed that the government has $1.5 billion dollars in stimulus money that can help our 
communities move forward after this COVID‐19 pandemic. Such a fund provides an opportunity to ensure an 
economic recovery that enhances CleanBC values — a recovery that promotes health by investing in projects that 
lower BC’s GHG emissions, support community resilience and create well‐paying jobs.  
 
SI‐CAN asks that funding from the Economic Recovery Package be provided to enable BC Transit to: 
 
1. Accelerate the conversion of the Victoria Regional Transit fleet — including the entire HandyDART bus fleet — 

to fully electric by starting now to replace retiring buses with electric ones, and bypass compressed natural gas 
(CNG) buses as a bridging option.  
 
Matching funds from the Federal Green Recovery Plan could help offset costs and at, the same time, support 
the EV‐bus‐manufacturing companies in Winnipeg (New Flyer) and Quebec (Nova). 

 
2. Start ordering the fully electric HandyDART buses now (100+ will be needed) so they will be ready to be housed 

at the new HandyDART terminal at 2401 Burnside Rd West in View Royal. Make this facility a showcase piece 
for CleanBC with a building that exceeds LEED Gold certification. Also, enable BC Transit, with community input, 
to research the feasibility of: 

 

 Rooftop solar panel arrays and sufficient battery storage backup 

 Geothermal ground‐source heat pumps  

 Underground cisterns or other rainwater‐harvesting systems to harvest rainwater for washing buses, 
watering green spaces and flushing toilets 

 
3. Enable BC Transit to expand transit routes and increase bus frequency.  
 
SI‐CAN is mainly motivated by the urgent need to reduce GHG emissions so that BC will do its share to minimize 
global warming. However, we also support achieving the important health co‐benefits of reducing air pollution. 
Physicians across Canada have been sounding the alarm bells on the huge toll climate change and air pollution are 
taking on our healthcare system.1  
 

                                                       
1 https://www.cpha.ca/health‐professionals‐federal‐political‐parties‐action‐needed‐prevent‐catastrophic‐climate‐change 
 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/covid‐air‐pollution‐cut‐1.5579452? 
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It is well established that air pollution contributes to cardiovascular and respiratory illness, which increases 
susceptibility to illness, including viruses. A rapid switch to fully electric transit would reduce GHGs and decrease 
air pollution linked with cardiovascular and respiratory illness. 
 
Providing convenient, electric bus service is also key to getting people out of their cars and changing the shape, 
sound and smell of our cities. Let’s be proactive and act now to reduce GHGs and improve air quality. We will save 
the economy billions of dollars in the long run. Equally important, we will save countless lives, the healthcare 
system and its workers. This is an ideal opportunity to put some of that stimulus money into investing in people’s 
health and wellness, while creating well‐paying jobs in Canada. 
 
Let’s build it better now. 
 
In closing, we would like to express our sincere thanks to all members of the BC Government for working so 
diligently to keep us as safe as possible during this pandemic. Keeping us apprised of the situation with your daily 
updates has been tremendously appreciated as well. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
The South Island Climate Action Network (SI‐CAN) 
 
SI‐CAN is a group of climate action teams and individual members from around southern Vancouver Island: 

 Colwood: Citizens Environmental Network in Colwood (CENIC) 

 Esquimalt: Esquimalt Climate Organizers (ECO) 

 Oak Bay: Oak Bay Climate Force (OBCF) 

 Saanich: What's Next Gorge Tillicum (WN) 

 View Royal: View Royal Climate Coalition (VRCC) 

 Individual members: from Victoria, North Saanich, Metchosin, Sooke and the Highlands. 
 
Endorsed by Transition Sooke (TS) as well as the BC Sustainable Energy Association (BCSEA) 

 
Contact Information 
Jane Devonshire 
Janedev.lee@gmail.com 
250‐479‐0569 
250‐889‐6641 
 
 
CC: Honourable John Horgan, Premier 
       Honourable George Heyman, Minister of the Environment  
       Honourable Carol James, Deputy Premier and Finance Minister; MLA Victoria‐Beacon Hill 
       Honourable Claire Trevina, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure 
       Honourable Lana Popham, Minister of Agriculture; MLA Saanich South 
       Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Education; MLA Victoria‐Swan Lake  
       Adam Olsen, MLA Saanich North and the Islands 
       Andrew Weaver, MLA Oak Bay‐Gordon Head 
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