
THE CITY OF VICTORIA OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

June 1,2020

Susan Brice
Chair, Victoria Regional Transit Commission
520 Gorge Road East
Victoria, BC
V8W 9T5

Dear Chair Brice,

On behalf of Victoria City Council, I am writing to indicate the City of Victoria's support for the
following priorities for public transit during the COVID-19 recovery:

• Retain the current fare-free public transit program during the pandemic, to ensure driver
safety, economic relief for passengers and low-carbon transport.

• Deploy the existing BC Transit fleet with maximum service hours for bus and HandyDart
to substantially improve service and equity, alongside fast-tracking the purchase of new
buses and expansion of fleet maintenance facilities.

• Implement transit priority including bus lanes on existing roads, to increase transit
capacity, speed and reliability at peak periods.

Now more than ever, safe, reliable, affordable public transportation is required. It is our position
that these measures will help address the transportation needs of our region's residents in an
equitable manner during the COVID-19 recovery. More broadly, they also support the
sustainability goals we have for Victoria and promote economic vitality.

Therefore, on behalf of Victoria City Council, I request that the Victoria Regional Transit
Commission consider the above priorities as appropriate steps towards our regions pandemic
recovery. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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