Southbound Douglas Street
Transit Lane
BC Transit has developed a 25 year transit plan and a rapid transit study for the
region that has been endorsed by the Victoria Regional Transit Commission, local
governments and also supported by businesses and residents. These plans include a
rapid transit connection between downtown Victoria and the Westshore.
The Transit Future Plan uses four
layers of transit service to tailor
transit to community needs:
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of people travelling the Douglas
Corridor ride a bus during
peak times (18,000 transit trips
per day). By reallocating road
space, we can better match it to
commuters’ needs.
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community by taking steps to building
more complete streets
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• B
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• B
 us lanes along the corridor can improve
transit travel at peak times by up to four
minutes
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Transit Mode Share 12%

• D
 elivering better on-time performance
of travel by transit

The Douglas Corridor
The Plan identifies a rapid transit connection between downtown Victoria and the
Westshore to transport people to their destinations and mitigate increasing congestion.
Since 2008, BC Transit and municipal staff have developed transit priority options for
the Douglas Corridor. Following multiple studies including a plan for future rapid transit
and public and stakeholder engagement, an option for a priority lane on Douglas
Corridor was approved by the Commission and City of Victoria in 2013 and supported
by businesses and residents. Priority lanes are the first step towards rapid transit.
2014

2015

2016

Phase 1 Transit
Lanes Completed
– northbound and
southbound lanes
(Herald to Hillside)

Phase 2a Transit
Lane Completed
– northbound lane
(Hillside to Tolmie)

MOTI currently designing
segment north of Tolmie –
northbound and southbound transit
lanes (implementation timeline TBC)
Phase 2b BC Transit and City
of Victoria reviewing potential
southbound transit lane (Tolmie to
Hillside, implementation timeline TBC)
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The new phase will provide
options along the southbound
bus lane from Tolmie to Hillside.
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Option Comparison
We began by looking at a range of options for southbound transit lanes on this section of
Douglas Street. Several options were eliminated due to their higher costs and impacts on street
trees, businesses and livability of the street. The remaining two options are shown here.

OPTION

1

2

REQUIREMENTS
PROs

EXISTING TRAVEL LANE
CONVERTED TO TRANSIT LANE*

TARGETED ROAD WIDENING

• Convert one southbound curb lane to
transit-only lane

• Reconstruct approx 650m of curb and
sidewalk (west side) to widen road

• New signage/pavement markings

• Remove approx 26 trees and replace at a
ratio greater than 1:1

• No new construction in the corridor
• Minimal capital cost
• Maintains existing trees
• Accommodates bus and confident cyclists
• No property impacts due to widening

• Minimal reconstruction on west side
• Relatively low capital cost
• Maintains significant number of existing trees
compared to other options
• No property impacts
• Accommodates buses and confident cyclists

CONs
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• Approx 50% southbound traffic would divert
to other major roads during peak hours

• Removes 26 trees and boulevard along
west side

• Inconsistent lane allocation along corridor
as Douglas Street supports two southbound
lanes immediately north and south

• Shared bus/bike lane suitable for
confident cyclists

• Bicycle facilities suitable for confident
cyclists only

• Requires some construction and removal
of recently completed works

* Option 1 was endorsed by Victoria council in principal in 2013.

• Impacts curbs, sidewalks and trees

We want to hear from you
Please review the display material, ask us questions, and take a few
minutes to complete the survey.
You can also provide feedback by Feb. 5th at
Online survey:
bctransit.com/victoria/transit-future/victoria-transit-priority-corridors
Email: victoria_transitpriority@bctransit.com
Phone: 250-385-2551

Thank You
Your feedback will help refine the transit lane
option being considered.
The southbound Douglas Street proposal will go
to the City of Victoria and the Victoria Regional
Transit Commission in the spring 2016.
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